100                            ARISTOTLE'S                    BOQK iv.

themselves j but that a man when personally insulted should
bear it, and overlook his friend's being so, is slavish.

/-< 3, Now the excess exists in all possible ways -} for there
is the being angry with those with whom it is not proper,
and from causes that are not proper, and in a greater de-
gree., and quicker, and for a longer time than is proper.
Not indeed that all these faults exist in the same person 5
for that could not be ; since the evil both destroys itself, and
if it comes all at once, it becomes intolerable. The irascible
then are roused to anger quickly, and with things which are
not proper, and from causes that are not proper, and more
than is proper; but they are soon assuaged, which is indeed
the best quality they possess. But this happens to them, be-
cause they do not confine their anger^ but return it on their
enemy ; by which means they are easily seen, because of their
impetuosity, after that they are calm. But the furious are im-
petuous in excess, and irascible towards every thing, and on
^ every occasion $ whence also the name was derived. But the

, i/ bitterly angry are difficult to appease, and are angry for a long-
time ; for they confine their anger : but there comes a cessa-
tion, when they have revenged themselves 5 for revenge allays
the anger, producing pleasure instead of pain. But as long
as this does not take place, they carry a weight [on their
minds] 5 for since it is not open, no one expostulates with
them; but for the anger to subside of itself needs time.
But such characters are most annoying to themselves and
their best friends, But we "call those severely angry, who
fret at those things at which they ought not, and more, and
for a longer time, than they ought, and will not be recon-
ciled without revenge or punishment.

/; , 4. But we oppose the excess more particularly to mikl-
nesss, ince it is more frequent; for to revenge an injury is
more human. And for society the severe in anger are the
worse kind. Moreover what was before asserted, is obvious
also from what has just been said ; for it is not easy to de-
fine the points how, and with whom, and for what reasons,
aed how long a time, a man should be angry, and up to
what point a man does right, or errs. For he who errs ci